DIVINE SERVICE

Setting Two

Standing n the Shadotv of the Lross

Second Sunday of Easter
April 27, 2025

Processional Hymn: LSB # 465 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound”

1. Now all the vault of heav'n resounds In praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed!” He is living!"” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here: “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2. Eternal is the gift He brings, Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”" Now still He comes to give us life

And by His presence stills all strife. Christ has triumphed! He is living!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3. Ofill us, Lord, with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above
That we conquer through Your triumph; Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say: “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4. Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav'nly blessed sing:
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the Father and our Lord,

To Spirit blest, most holy God, All the glory, never ending!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Greeting:

Confession and Absolution

[P] In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
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who made heaven and earth.
[P) | said, | will confess my transgressions to the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence please for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and for which I justly deserved Your
punishment. But | am sorry for them and repent of them, and pray for Your
boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. Forgive my sins,
give me Your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me
to life everlasting. Amen

[P) God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to all who
confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the Christian Church and by
the authority of Christ, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

@ Amen.

Hymn of Praise: TFBF # 95 “He Is Lord”
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Service of the Word

Introit Ps. 105:1-5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2-3

[P] Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up
to salvation

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

[P) Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
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Sing to him; sing praises to Him
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name,

Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually!

Remember his covenant forever,
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Make known his deeds among the peoples!

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations
Holy is he! Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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to salvation

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

This is the Feast

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up
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Final Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

[P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading Acts 5:12-20

2 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands
of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. ** None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. ' And more than ever
believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, ** so that they
even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter
came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. ' The people also gathered
from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean
spirits, and they were all healed. ' But the high priest rose up, and all who were with
him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy '® they arrested the
apostles and put them in the public prison. 1 But during the night an angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, ?° “Go and stand in the
temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gradual adapt. From Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7: Ps. 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned him with glory
and honor, He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; he has put
all things under his feet.



Epistle Revelation 1:4-18

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:Grace to you and peace from him who is
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his
throne, ® and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood ®and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory

and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds,

and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will
wail® on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8"l am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the
Lord God, “"who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” ?1, John, your
brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that
are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus. | was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and | heard behind me a loud
voice like a trumpet ' saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven
churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis
and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” ? Then | turned to see the voice that was
speaking to me, and on turning | saw seven golden lampstands, ' and in the midst of
the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash
around his chest. " The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, ° his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace,
and his voice was like the roar of many waters. '®In his right hand he held seven

stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength. 7 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid
his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the first and the last, ' and the living one. |
died, and behold | am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music - Men’s Choir” Steal Away “and “l Heard An Old Old Story “

Please stand
Hymn: # 98 TFBF “Open My Eyes, Lord”

1. Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch Him and say
that we love Him. 2. Open our ears, Lord And help us to listen, Open our eyes, Lord
We want to see Jesus.

Holy Gospel John 20:19-31
[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
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Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

' 0On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, "Peace be with you.” 2 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. ?' Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” 2> And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2* If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from
any, it is withheld.” #* Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. 2° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never believe.” *® Eight
days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
2’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your
hand and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him,
"My Lord and my God!" # Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 3* Now Jesus did
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;
3Tbut these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Please be seated
Hymn: LSB # 644 “The Church’s One Foundation”

1. The church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord;

She is his new creation By water and the Word.

From heaven he came and sought her To be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, And for her life he died.
2. Elect from every nation, Yet one o'er all the earth;

Her charter of salvation, One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued.

3. Though with a scornful wonder We see her sore oppressed,

By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, "How long?"
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And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.

4. Through toil and tribulation, And tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore;

Till, with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious Shall be the church at rest.

5. Yet she on earth hath union With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heavenly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace

That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face

Sermon: “So That You May Believe”

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Offertory LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast

me not away from Thy presence and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Hymn: TFBF # 247 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to Your children praying; Lord, send Your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to Your children praying; send us love, send us power, send us grace.
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